THE 1953-1955 BIENNIAL, REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR OF MONTANA 


It is with pleasure that I submit this fifth Biennial Report of the State 
Library Extension Commission to the Governor of Montana, the Honorable. J. 
Hugo Aronson. 

During the first ten years of its operation, the Library Commission's 
book collection has grown to 24,373 volumes, its assets to $50,000. It has 
served an indeterminate number of Montana citizens with books, other printed 
materials, and information; it has supplied consultant service and assistance 
in professional techniques to school and public libraries; it has cooperated 
with institutions of higher learning in supplying books for students; it has 
assisted in the work of the State Correspondence School ond other state insti- 
tutions; it has furnished book exhibits for organizations, schools workshops 
and conventions; it has worked closely with the State Library Association in 
planning for the extension of good library service to all sections of the state; 
it has published a quarterly bulletin, MONTANA LIBRARIES, for distribution to 
Montana librarians, Library Schools, State Library Agencies and others who are 
intcrested in receiving it; it has assembled public library statistics and 
served as a ¢learing house for information regarding library service in Montana. 

In Montana only 27 counties have established county libraries, and many of 
these cannot support adequate library service beaause of their low taxable 
valuations. One county has no public library within its borders; in other 
counties the rural population does not have access cofpublic library service. 
These are the areas which the Library Commission primarily is designed to 
serve. Each year more eee more people become aware of the services offered by 
the Commission and take advantage of them. That the service is appreciated 
is evidenced ‘netics AOS ere eel letters which come con patrons 


all over the state. Their appreciation was graphically demonstrated during 


BO 


the 1955 Legislative Assembly. Appealed to for help in securing an increased 
aopropriation, library friends and patrons throughout the state responded with 
a flood of letters to Legislators telling of the pleasure and benefits derived 
from the books sent out from the Commission library. As a result of their 
help, the Library Commission was granted a sufficient increase in its budget 
to permit emvloyment of a Library Consultant. In June, the Library Commis - 
sion selected Mrs. Catherine S. Chadwick, librarian of the Taft Branch of 

Kern County Library in California, to fill this position. 

Pressure of work at headquarters during the biennium forced almost com- 
plete curtailment of state travel by the Secretary. This was not a good 
situation, because personal visits to libraries are a very important part 
.of library extension work. The Iibrery Co-c1ltant will now assume this phase 
of the work and will also handle publicity and public realtions, conduct 
workshops and institutes, and work toward library cooperation and integration 
on 2a statewide basis. 

The staff of the Library Commission has always aimed at promptness in ease 
ting materials sent out, but it has become increasingly difficult to maintain 
this standard with its small number of workers. At certain peak periods, in 
September and January when school requests flood in, te again in December and 
June when school collections are returned, the system completely bogs down. 
Headquarters are crowded with boxes of books waiting to be checked in and 
Prelate or temporarily put away in boxes again because there is no more 
room on the shelves. 

During the 1953-1954 fiscal year, theLibrary Commission shipped 29,393 

4 
books; pore yee ended June 30, 1955, it shipped 32,814 books. It is im- 
possible to estimate how many people have enjoyed these books, because lib- 
raries and schools are permitted to circulate the collections for three 


months or longer, and books loaned to individuals may be read by other mem- 


ers of the family or passed on to friends before being returned. Recorded 


irculation for the bienniun: 1953-1954 1954-1955 
Juvenile 3h ahi 34 , 266 
Adult 15,285 15.070 
Grand Total 99,562 
Interlibrary Loan 1,198 
Rural Reading Program 1,049 


In May 1954, a Gaylord Charging Machine was installed, which quickly proved 
ts value in time saving ond in accuracy. Other new equipment included a 
our-section unit of wood shelving, a typewriter with special platen for typing 
ards, end a large work table. 


Expenditures for the bienniun: 


Salaries $18,593.52 
Books 7,996.77 
Travel 1,364.93 
Furniture and Equipment 716.66 
Office Supplies and Operation 2,151.83 
Peaben.o. Contribution 476.27 

31,299.98 
Balance Sheek: 


‘the appropriation made for the State Tibrary Extension Commission by the 
953 Legislative Assembly was 431,352.00. Pecause the emount provided for 
he P,E.R.S. contribution was not sufficient to cover necessary payments, 
supplemental appropriation of 345.95 was granted by the 1955 Assembly. 
Nuring the biennium, Montana was fortunate to have three distinquished 
orsons in the library rrofession visit the State. Miss S. Janice Kee, 


~xecutive Secretary, Public Libraries Division, American Library Association, 


She 
spent several days in central Montone in September 1953, afdressing meet- 
ings in Havre and Great Falls end conferring with a representative group of 
Montana librarians. Miss Kee Wetted Montane Efeteabal in May 195k, attending 
the annual meeting of the Montana Library Association in Helena. David 
Clift, Executive Secretary, American Library Association, addressed the 1955 
meeting of the Library Association in Miles City in May. Mrs. Gactcnen Knief 
Schenk also attended this mecting and participated in panel discussions on 
the subject of cooperation between libraries and coordination of services. 
Mrs. Schenk, the author of en authoritative book on COUNTY AND REGIONAL 
LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT, has had wide experience in library extension work. 


Conferences attendcd by the Secretary were: 


Sept. 1953 Pacific Northwest Library Association, Sun Valley. 
May 1954 Montana Library Association, Helena. 

May 1955 Montana Library Association, Miles City. 

June 1954 American Library Association, Minneapolis. 

June 1954 National Association of State Libraries, Minneapolis. 
May 1954 Northwest Historical Conference, Helena. . 

May 1954 State Reading Conference, Helena. 

May 1955 State Reading Conference, Helena.’ 


October 1954 American Association of University Women - Workshop, 
Helena. 

June 1955 . Home Demonstration Council, Bozeman. 
Montana libraries visited by the Secretary included those in Helena, Bozeman, 
Billings, Laurel, Miles City, Hardin, Forsyth, Glendive, Sidney, Great Falls, 
Fort Benton, Shelby, Missoula, Darby, Polson, Ronan and St. Ignatius. 

The Chairman attended the Annual Conference of the American Library Assoc- 

jation in Minnezpolis in June 1954, the annual meeting of the Montana Library 


Association in May 1954 and May 1955, the meeting with Miss Kee in Great “alls 
v wa 


in September 1953, a meeting of the Whitefish Library Association in Mareh 1955, 


and made trips to Helena and Bozeman on Commissicn business. 

Meetings of the State Library Extension Commission tere held on March 1, 
May 2, Sept. 24, and Dec. 13, 1954,in Helena; on May 8, 1955, in Miles City, 
and on May 17 and June 23, 1955, in Helena. 

Members of the State Library Extension Commission were: Kathleen Campbell, 
Chairman, and Mary M. Condon, ex officio; Mrs. J. B. Mast, Bozeman; Mrs. R. L. 
Ewing, Glasgow; Mrs. Leo C. Craybill, Great Falls. Mrs. Graybill's term ex- 
pired in May 1955. Mrs. Frank Fulton, Plevna, was appointed by the Governor 
ieOmcucceed her: 

The headquarters staff were: Ellen Torgrimson, Secretary; Mrs. Florena I. 
Vinal, Assistant (half time); Isabel Gopian, Assistant. Part-time student 
help was employed to perform stenogrephie and clerical duties. 

The State iibrary Extension Commission wishes to express its appreciaticn 
to Montana State University for providing office space and utilities, to the 
Montana State University Library and the Missoula Public Library for generous 
interlibrary loan privileges, to the Pacifie Northwest Bibliographic 
Center for its invaluable assistance, to Montana State College Library and 
Extension Service for assistance in publicity and the Rural Reading Program, 


to the Montana Library Association for its whdehearted cooperation, and to 


the Governor and Legislature of Montana for their fine support and encouragement. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Ellen Torgripéon 


Seeretary 


